
July 28th, 2021 

 
 

Councilmember District 1, Mayor Pro Tem Chad West 
Dallas City Hall 

1500 Marilla Street, Dallas, TX 75201 

RE: Unsafe Driving on Jefferson Blvd 

Dear Councilmember West, 

I’m writing to voice the concerns shared with me by many Winnetka Heights neighbors regarding the unsafe driving 
conditions on Jefferson Blvd between Tyler and Hampton. For years we have witnessed vehicles speeding at all hours of 
the day and street racing throughout the night. 

On July 19th, these conditions and continued reckless behavior resulted in the death of Armando Esparza, killed while 
mowing a lawn adjacent to Jefferson Blvd. The vehicle that struck him was reported as going 76 mph prior to impact and 
the accident was witnessed by Armando’s teenage son.  Our neighbors were the first on the scene rendering aid, putting 
out the fire, and then providing emotional support. 

This is not the first crash in this spot and if no action is taken, won’t be the last. 

Our residents are fearful of the unfettered racing that has increased on Jefferson and correspondingly through our own 
streets.  The sound of engines roaring as we lay in bed are reminders that it’s only a matter of time before what 
happened to Mr. Esparza happens again. 

On behalf of the many neighbors that have reached out to me and our neighborhood board, we are asking the city to 
take action.  The increased speeding on Jefferson and through the neighborhood streets of Winnetka Heights needs 
solutions.  The city has invested in making our area walkable, but it will not stay that way without establishing traffic 
control. 

The Winnetka Heights Neighborhood Association fully supports the efforts and recommendations of the Jefferson 
Boulevard Task Force – specifically testing the effectiveness of a road diet of Jefferson Blvd between Tyler and Hampton 
and we ask that progress on their recommendations begin without delay.  We would support the return of the Slow 
Streets program that the city successfully demonstrated last year and look forward to working with you on other 
initiatives to help reduce speeding on residential streets around the city, such as traffic islands and consideration of 
easing the process through which neighbors can ask for stop signs to be installed at certain intersections of concern. 

Thank you for your engagement and support of this most critical subject. 

 
Regards, 

 

Richard Ewers 
President, Winnetka Heights Neighborhood Association 


