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 3-18-19 

 

ORDINANCE NO.  __________ 

 

An ordinance amending Chapter 16, “Dallas Fire Code,” of the Dallas City Code, as amended by 

amending Sections 202, 403, and 901; providing a definition of alternative standby personnel; 

allowing alternative standby personnel to conduct fire watch duties; requiring standby personnel 

and alternative standby personnel to have a minimum of two means of contact the fire department; 

providing minimum qualifications of alternative standby personnel; providing a penalty not to 

exceed $2,000; providing a saving clause; providing a severability clause; and providing an 

effective date. 

 WHEREAS, the city council, in accordance with the Charter of the City of Dallas, the state 

law, and the ordinances of the City of Dallas, have posted the required notice and have held the 

required public hearing regarding this amendment to the Dallas City Code; Now, Therefore, 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS: 

  SECTION 1.  That Section 202, “General Definitions,” of Chapter 2, “Definitions,” of 

Chapter 16, “Dallas Fire Code,” of the Dallas City Code is amended by adding a new definition of 

“alternative standby personnel” to read as follows: 

“ALTERNATIVE STANDBY PERSONNEL.  Standby personnel not employed by Dallas Fire 

Rescue that meet the minimum qualifications in Section 403.12.1.3.” 

 

  SECTION 2. That Paragraph 403.12.1, “Standby Personnel,” of Subsection 403.12, 

“Special Requirements of Public Safety,” of Section 403, “Emergency Preparedness 

Requirements,” of Chapter 4, “Emergency Planning and Preparedness,” of Chapter 16, “Dallas 

Fire Code,” of the Dallas City Code is amended to read as follows: 

 “403.12.1 Standby personnel. Where, in the opinion of the fire code official, it is essential for 
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public safety in a place of assembly, occupied building, or any other place where people 

congregate, because of the number of persons, failure of life safety systems, or the nature of 

the performance, exhibition, display, contest or activity, the owner, agent or lessee shall 

provide one or more standby personnel, as required and approved. Standby personnel shall 

comply with Sections 403.12.1.1 and 403.12.1.2. During times when a property owner elects 

to use standby personnel that is not employed by Dallas Fire Rescue, alternative standby 

personnel may be used.  Alternative standby personnel must meet the qualifications in Section 

403.12.1.3.  

 

The fire code official reserves the authority to designate fire service personnel exclusively to 

conduct a fire watch when the fire code official:  

 

1. determines that the system impairment presents an increased risk to the public or 

occupants within a large public venue or event; or 

 

2. has just cause to believe alternative standby personnel have not or cannot conduct the 

fire watch protocols properly.   

 

The fire code official reserves the authority to monitor all fire watches conducted by alternative 

standby personnel.  Failure to properly follow the listed fire watch protocols by alternative 

standby personnel may result in a municipal citation to the person in control of the facility at 

the time of the infraction.  After a citation has been issued, a subsequent failure to properly 

follow the listed fire watch protocols may result in the immediate forfeiture of the use of 

alternative standby personnel and subsequent fire watch duties may be conducted exclusively 

by Dallas Fire Rescue personnel for the duration of the fire watch.      

 

403.12.1.1 Duty times. Standby personnel, or alternative standby personnel, shall remain 

on duty while places requiring a fire watch are open to the public, occupied, or when an 

activity requiring a fire watch is being conducted.  The fire code official must give final 

onsite approval of the functionality of life safety systems repaired or replaced before a fire 

watch may be terminated. 

 

403.12.1.2 Duties.  On-duty standby personnel, including alternative standby personnel, 

shall have the following responsibilities: 

  

 1. Keep diligent watch for fires, obstructions to means of egress and other hazards. 

 

 2. Take prompt measures for remediation of hazards and extinguishment of fires that 

occur. 

 

3. Take prompt measures to assist in the evacuation of the public from the structures. 

 

4. Be capable of performing the sole duty of providing a fire watch. 

 

5. For alternative standby personnel, provide a schedule of personnel shifts to the fire 

official 24 hours in advance of each day of fire watch operations.  
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403.12.1.3 Alternative standby personnel qualifications.  Alternative standby personnel 

shall meet the following qualifications: 

 

 1. Must be at least 21 years of age. 

 

2. Must be familiar with the layout of the facility. 

 

3. Must be physically capable of performing the fire watch duties, including walking 

and climbing stairs.  

 

4. Must be capable of performing continuous intervals of monitoring. 

 

5. Must be equipped with at least two means of contacting 911. 

 

6. Must be familiar with functionality of the life safety systems onsite, both 

operational and non-operational.   

 

7. Must be familiar with and trained in the use of portable fire extinguishers.” 

 

 SECTION 3.  That Subsection 901.7, “Systems Out of Service,” of Section 901, “General,” 

of Chapter 9, “Fire Protection Systems,” of Chapter 16, “Dallas Fire Code,” of the Dallas City 

Code is amended to read as follows: 

“901.7 Systems out of service.  Where a required fire protection system is out of service, or in the 

event of an excessive number of accidental activations, the fire department and the fire code official 

shall be notified immediately and, where required by the fire code official, the building shall either 

be evacuated or standby personnel or alternative standby personnel shall be provided for all 

occupants left unprotected until the fire protection system has been returned to service. 

 

 Where utilized, standby personnel or alternative standby personnel shall be provided with at 

least two [one] approved means for notification of the fire department and their only duty shall be 

to perform patrols of the protected premises and keep watch for fires.” 

 

 SECTION 4.  That a person violating a provision of this ordinance, upon conviction, is 

punishable by a fine not to exceed $2,000. 

 SECTION 5.  That Chapter 16 of the Dallas City Code shall remain in full force and effect, 

save and except as amended by this ordinance. 
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 SECTION 6.  That any act done or right vested or accrued, or any proceeding, suit, or 

prosecution had or commenced in any action before the amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or 

part thereof, shall not be affected or impaired by amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or part 

thereof, and shall be treated as still remaining in full force and effect for all intents and purposes 

as if the amended or repealed ordinance, or part thereof, had remained in force. 

 SECTION 7.  That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are 

governed by Section 1-4 of Chapter 1 of the Dallas City Code, as amended. 

  SECTION 8.  That this ordinance shall take effect on [30 days after passage of the 

ordinance], in accordance with the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is accordingly so ordained. 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

CHRISTOPHER J. CASO, Interim City Attorney 

 

 

 

By__________________________________ 

    Assistant City Attorney 

 

 

 

Passed______________________________ 

 
 


